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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CHIEF OF POLICE PROMOTES THREE MAJORS  

THOMASVILLE, GA – August 27, 2014 – City of Thomasville Chief of Police, Troy Rich, has announced the 

promotion of three senior officers to the rank of Major. Eric Hampton, Shane Harris and Wade Glover will soon 

serve as the second line of command under Chief Rich. With a combined total of 68 years of service to the 

community, Majors Hampton, Harris and Glover have proven their ability to lead and inspire TPD’s officers. 

“I chose Eric, Shane and Wade as my commanding officers because they have shown me time and again that they 

take our mission of service to the community to heart and always strive to exceed community expectations,” said 

Chief of Police Troy Rich. “Their demonstrated ability to lead and guide our officers is exactly what I look for in 

a commanding officer.” 

Each of the newly appointed majors began their law enforcement career with the City of Thomasville Police 

Department as patrol officers. As they worked their way through the ranks, they gained experience across the 

entire spectrum of the department’s operation. 

Major Hampton joined TPD in January of 1988. From patrol officer, Hampton’s career path evolved to 

community relations officer, patrol sergeant, patrol lieutenant /watch commander and DARE Instructor. Hampton 

has served as the Community Relations Lieutenant since 2008. Major Hampton’s command now includes the 

Community Services Division, which encompasses crime prevention, community relations, neighborhood watch, 

school resource officers, bike team and other community-related projects.  

Major Glover joined TPD in December of 1992. After serving as a patrol officer, Glover held many additional 

positions within the department, including narcotics agent, criminal investigations detective, patrol sergeant and 

patrol lieutenant /watch commander. Since 2013, Glover has served as the Lieutenant in charge of the Criminal 

Investigations Unit. Major Glover will now oversee the Police Operations Division which encompasses Patrol and 

Criminal Investigations.  

Major Harris joined the Thomasville Police Department in December of 1994. Starting as a patrol officer, he has 

progressed through the department, working in almost every facet of operation, such as Patrol Officer, K-9 

Officer, Criminal Investigations, Patrol Sergeant and Patrol Lieutenant /Watch Commander. He has most recently 

served as the Lieutenant in Support Services and Training Division, a position he has held since 2009. Major 
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Harris will now lead the Police Support Services Division which encompasses Training, Municipal Court, 

Records, Evidence and Fleet Maintenance.  

“Their dedication and commitment to our organization is immeasurable, and I look forward to the positive impact 

their newly expanded command roles will have on our operation.” 

This is not the first time that TPD has utilized the Chief-Major command structure. The department transitioned 

from Chief-Major command to Chief-Captain in 2006. In 2007, TPD changed once again to the most recent 

Chief-Assistant Chief structure. 

“With the return to a Chief-Major command structure, I feel that we will be able to devote senior-level 

leadership’s attention in a more focused manner. This will allow us to really work to improve and enhance our 

operation,” Rich said. 

The promotions of Majors Hampton, Glover and Harris are effective September 15, 2014. A pinning ceremony to 

formally recognize their achievement to the rank of Major will be held Thursday, September 18, 2014. The time 

and location are to be determined. 
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